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Role of biomass in transportation fuels presentation Monday
Summary: Dr. Ravi Randava, president, COO and co-founder of Unitel, will give a free public presentation on "The role
of biomass in transportation fuels" at 7 p.m. on Monday, April 23, in the Science Auditorim.
(April 18, 2007)-Dr. Ravi Randava, president, COO and co-founder of Unitel, will give a free public presentation on
"The role of biomass in transportation fuels" at 7 p.m. on Monday, April 23, in the Science Auditorium on the campus of
the University of Minnesota, Morris. His visit, postponed from an earlier date, is sponsored by the UMM chapter of
MPIRG (Minnesota Public Interest Research Group).
Randava is also a co-founder of the Xytel Group.  He was a member of the Xytel-Bechtel Board of Directors, and vice
president of technology.  He pioneered the practical application of modular mini-plant technology, which eventually
translated in many first-of-a-kind installations. Prior to the founding of the Xytel Group, Ravi worked at Union Carbide
Corporation Research Center Tarrytown, N.Y., and before that at the Institute of Gas Technology. He leads all of
Unitel’s technology development activities.  
Randava holds a doctoral degree in chemical engineering from the Illinois Institute of Technology, is the author of more
than 30 papers published in technical journals and is named as the inventor in numerous patents.
In April 2005, the Minnesota Legislature approved a bonding bill that allocated $6 million to construct a biomass
gasification demonstration and research facility at UMM. Using corn “stover,” or stalks, from the region’s farmers, this
plant-scale project will generate steam to meet 89 percent of the campus’ heating and cooling needs. This biomass
research and demonstration facility is designed as a community-scale project to combine local production and use of
renewable energy with state-of-the-art research and demonstrations focusing on wind, biomass, biofuels, anaerobic
digestion and renewable hydrogen.
To read more about UMM’s Green Campus initiatives, visit Green Campus.
Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students to grow
intellectually, engage in community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A renewable and sustainable
educational experience, Morris prepares graduates for careers, for advanced degrees, for lifelong learning, for work world flexibility
in the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at morris.umn.edu or call 888-866-3382.
